March 4, 2014
Current Situation in Ukraine: Russian military invasion
The Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine in the name of all Ukrainian people of free will and workers is deeply concerned with and condemn the Russian military invasion of Ukraine which has been in the works for years, but still left newly formed Ukrainian government unprepared while other former officials appeared to be working in cahoots with the Kremlin.
Russian troops, whose number may have now exceeded 16,000 soldiers, went beyond their Russian Black Sea Fleet bases in Crimea on Feb. 27 and seized control of the peninsula.
Some 6,000 soldiers joined them, coming to Crimea onboard of cargo planes, according to estimates of Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense. “Russia apparently had these plans long ago,” and “Ukraine had no plan of reaction on these plans,” Valeriy Chaly, deputy head of the Razumkov Center think tank in Kyiv, said Valeriy Chaly.
The Russian military troops having no any identification patches on their uniforms seized the Crimean parliament, set up roadblocks on the approaches to Simferopol and Sevastopol - major cities of the peninsula, took control over military airports and laid siege of all Ukrainian military bases. Along with that the Russian military helicopters and warships assaulted the territory of Ukraine and entered Sevastopol harbor.
Russia has issued an ultimatum calling on Ukrainian forces to surrender while letting the deadline pass without taking action. While Russia denied issuing such an ultimatum Ukrainian officials confirmed the threat and Kyiv Post journalists saw and heard a Russian warship issue commands via a loudspeaker to a Ukrainian one in Sevastopol Bay.
A former top adviser to Russian President Vladimir Putin, Andrey Illarionov, claims that a group of Russian Special Forces troops have been brought to Crimea to kill Russian troops and Russian citizens to provide justification for the Kremlin's invasion. Putin's military attack on Ukraine has been portrayed by the Kremlin as a mission to protect Russian nationals and Russian speakers in the country. In order for this narrative to have any credibility, threats to Ukraine's Russian speakers must now be fabricated. Russian TV has already been exposed for using archive footage of violent Kyiv street clashes and claiming that the scenes depicted unrest in Crimea, but the deaths of Russian nationals would provide Putin with far more tangible evidence to justify his invasion of Ukraine.
 
The situation in the peninsula is relatively calm for the time being and people and Ukrainian military services show restraint and sagacity having assured the Ukrainian people in their loyalty to Ukraine.
 
"The President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, has decided to convene an extraordinary meeting of EU Heads of State or Government on Thursday 6 March 2014 to discuss the situation in Ukraine," the European Council said in a statement. Also U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry is reinforcing U.S. support for Ukraine's sovereignty, as he visits Kyiv today to discuss the situation over the crisis.
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